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GENERAL CURRICULUM INFORMATION 
 
CLASS LOAD 
Students must be enrolled in required high school credit-bearing classes to fulfill graduation 
requirements from CCA. 
 
GRADE CLASSIFICATION 
Each student’s grade level will be determined by the following number of credits. 
 
 Freshmen   0-5 
 Sophomore   6-12 
 Junior  13-19 
 Senior       20 
 
GRADING SCALE 
Students earn letter grades each nine weeks based on the scale listed below. 
 

93-100 A 
83- 92  B 
75-82  C 
70-74  D 
Below 70 F 
 

Dual credit classes utilize the 10-point scale. 
 
 90-100  A 
 80-89  B 
 70-79  C 
 60-69  D 
 Below 60 F 
 
GRADE REPORTING 
Grades are accessible to students and their parents through the InformationNOW system.  A mid-
term report will be posted each quarter and report cards posted at the end of each quarter.  
Reports can be printed from home.  A hard copy will be provided at a parent’s request.  The end-
of-the-year report will be available when all financial obligations have been met. 
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MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS FOR GRADUATION 
 

  Bible             4 credits 
  English   4 credits 
  Mathematics              4 credits 
  Science   3 credits 
  Social Studies  3 credits 
  Arts/Humanities    1 credit 
  Health   ½ credit 
  Physical Education  ½ credit 
  Electives              6 credits 
  TOTAL                  26 credits 

   
PRE-COLLEGE CURRICULUM REQUIREMENTS 
For unconditional admission to a Kentucky four-year public university, a student must meet the 
above graduation requirements. Mathematics must include the following courses: Algebra I, 
Geometry, and Algebra II.  Students must also complete two years of the same foreign language. 
Students planning on attending a college out-of-state should check pertinent requirements for 
admission.  
 
VALEDICTORIAN/SALUTATORIAN 
All students with a 4.0 GPA who have met the following requirements will receive Valedictorian 
honors.  The person(s) with the next highest GPA will receive Salutatorian honors.  In the case 
where no student has a perfect 4.0 GPA, the student with the highest GPA will be named the 
Valedictorian.  The GPA will be carried out to three decimal places.  To qualify for 
Valedictorian or Salutatorian, students must also meet the following criteria: 

• Must have been enrolled full-time at CCA for their entire senior year of high school. 
• Complete seven (7) of the following classes: AP Studio Art, Honors US History, AP 

Calculus, Pre-Calculus, Anatomy and Physiology, Honors Chemistry, Honors Biology II, 
Physics, Honors English 11, Honors English 12 or Dual-Credit classes 

• No more than one (1) serious disciplinary infraction for the high school years which is 
defined as a written referral that requires time spent in in-school suspension, out-of-
school suspension, or social probation. 

• Must have completed pre-college curriculum requirements as outlined above. 
 
HONORS DIPLOMA 
CCA offers an Honors Diploma.  In order to receive an Honors Diploma, students must meet the 
following requirements: 

• GPA of 3.5 or above on a 4.0 scale; 
• Complete seven (7) of the following classes: AP Studio Art, Honors US History, AP 

Calculus, Pre-Calculus, Anatomy and Physiology, Honors Chemistry, Honors Biology II, 
Physics, Honors English 11, Honors English 12 or Dual-Credit classes 
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• No more than one (1) serious disciplinary infraction for the high school years which is 
defined as a written referral that requires time spent in in-school suspension, out-of-
school suspension, or social probation. 

• Must have completed pre-college curriculum requirements as outlined above. 
 
ADVANCED PLACEMENT CLASSES (AP) 
AP classes are worth 5 quality points and will be graded based on the school’s adopted grading 
scale. Students enrolled in AP classes are required to take the AP Test (The fee is $89), or a final 
semester exam which is worth 20% of the semester grade.    
 
DUAL CREDIT CLASSES 
Community Christian Academy offers dual-credit courses to juniors and seniors.  Students 
choosing the dual credit option will be required to sign a contract stating they will complete one 
full year of courses.  Dual Credit classes will be graded based on the college grading scale.  
Some classes are finalized within a semester and some are extended for a full year.  
 
WKCTC AND MSU/COMMONWEALTH HONORS ACADEMY POLICY 
Seniors are permitted to attend off-campus classes at West Kentucky Community and Technical 
College to earn college credit for both the spring and fall semesters.  Students and/or parents are 
responsible for registering in off-campus classes and paying any required fees.  To register for 
classes at WKCTC, students must have a letter of approval to attend from an administrator at 
Community Christian Academy, and students must be accepted for admission to WKCTC. In 
order to attend classes off campus, students must select classes that are offered during the 
seventh period unless prior approval is given by the administration to enroll during another 
period. Students must submit a schedule from WKCTC to an administrator to verify enrollment 
for each course enrolled for each semester. 
 
When students are not attending WKCTC during the seventh period, students must report to 
Community Christian Academy to an assigned classroom for supervised study.  
 
Students who have attended Commonwealth Honors Academy at Murray State University may 
enroll in a class online if they are enrolled in classes to meet the required credits for graduation at 
Community Christian Academy.  CHA students will report daily to the assigned classroom for 
supervised study. 
 
Students are expected to enroll for both semesters. Administrators should be notified by 
December 1 if not enrolling for the spring semester. 
 
SCHEDULE CHANGES     
After final course selections have been made, changes may be considered only if the student: 
 

• Has failed a required course 
• Is not enrolled in a course required for graduation 
• Demonstrates poor achievement in a prerequisite course 
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and is advised by both the teacher and the counselor to change the class 
 

Scheduling conflicts, a lack of sufficient enrollment to offer a course, or too many in a class also 
may result in a schedule change. 

 
Schedule changes will not be made because a student dislikes a particular class or its 
requirements. Schedule changes will not be made to avoid certain teachers.  Careful thought 
should be given by both parents and students when choosing classes in the spring for the 
following year. 

 
If a parent wishes to override a teacher’s recommendation for enrollment in a particular course, 
this request must be made in writing. Students wanting to change a schedule must submit a 
schedule change request form available from an administrator. No schedule change will be made 
without contacting the parent. Both parent and student must sign the schedule change request 
form.  
 
NO PASS/NO DRIVE LAW 
KRS 159.051 
This law results in the denial or revocation of a student’s driver’s license for two different 
reasons: 
 

1. Academic Deficiency 
2. “Dropping Out” of School (excessive absences included) 

 
If a 16 or 17-year-old student drops out of school or has nine (9) or more unexcused absences, 
the school will contact the Division of Driver Licensing. Reporting will occur when the student 
drops out of school or when the student has a total of 9 unexcused absences. The school will 
report this information at the end of the semester or earlier. 
 
“Academic Deficiency” as defined by the No Pass/No Drive Law as a “student who does not 
have passing grades in at least four (4) courses (implied out of 6 courses), or the equivalent of 
four courses in the preceding semester.” The Kentucky Department of Education recommends 
that a student be passing 66% of their courses per semester to be compliant with No Pass/No 
Drive law.  At CCA, this means a student must be passing 5 of the 7 courses if student is enrolled 
for 7 classes or 4 of 6 classes if the student is enrolled for 6 classes. 
 
Kentucky Department of Education recommends the student be in compliance (good standing) 
for a full semester before regaining driving privileges.  
 
HONORS PROGRAMS AVAILABLE 
Special programs are available to students who keep their grades up or excel in certain areas. See 
the guidance department for more details. Listed below is a sampling of programs. 
 
Governor’s Scholars Program (GSP) 
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This program is a free five-week summer program offered by the Commonwealth of Kentucky 
on college campuses between the junior and senior years. Application process is competitive. 
Applicants are screened by a local committee in the fall. 
 
Anyone interested in applying for the program should have taken the PSAT, SAT and/or ACT by 
the fall of their junior year. 
 
The Governor’s Scholars Program strives to enhance Kentucky’s next generation of civic and 
economic leaders and to create models of educational excellence for teachers and students alike. 
See http://www.kygsp.org for information. 
 
Commonwealth Honors Academy (CHA)  
This free three-week residential program offers outstanding high school scholars an enriching 
educational and recreational experience at Murray State University, plus six hours of tuition-free 
university credit, college scholarship opportunity, and tuition-free university courses during the 
senior year. Rising seniors with a 3.5-4.0 GPA and minimum 25 ACT or equivalent PSAT/SAT 
are eligible.  Website for information for CHA is at http://www.murraystate.edu/cha. 
 
Governor’s School for the Arts (GSA)  
This free, three-week summer enrichment program is held at a Kentucky college and focuses on 
music, art, drama, and writing. Artistically-talented sophomores and juniors apply in late fall. 
Website for more information is at http://www.kentuckygsa.org. Art shops are offered in the fall 
to prepare for the spring tryouts. Applications for the workshops are at the website. Tryouts are 
held in the spring at Murray State. Applications for this summer experience must be filled out in 
the fall online at the website listed above. 
 
NOTE: Many Kentucky colleges reward GSP and GSA participants with scholarships. Check 
with the college of your choice for details. 
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ACADEMIC ENHANCEMENT 
 
Prerequisite: None         Grades: 6-8  
 
This course is designed to train middle school students how to succeed in school.  Areas visited 
are listening and participating in class, reading textbooks, taking tests, using resources, preparing 
for tests, and taking notes.  The last quarter focuses on life skills.   
 
ACADEMIC PLUS 
 
Prerequisite: None         Grades 6-8 
 
This course is designed to strengthen abilities in problem-solving, critical thinking, and 
collaboration.  Students will train for middle school academic team competition and will be 
required to compete in after-school academic meets.  Students will be trained in the Future 
Problem Solving process as well.  This class will promote understanding through inquisition and 
the use of project-based learning.  Students will use creativity, ingenuity, initiative, and 
teamwork to design, build, test, and display projects.   
 
ART COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 
 
MIDDLE SCHOOL ART       Grades: 6-8 
Prerequisite: None        

 
The course will cover art techniques in drawing and sketching with pencil, colored pencil and 
charcoal. Techniques of gradation, cross hatching, shading, blending and balance will be covered 
as well as landscape point of view, horizon position, symmetry and asymmetry.  Direction of 
light, negative and positive shapes will be introduced along with painting with acrylics. 
 
ART I 
Prerequisite: None  Grades: 9-12 
                             
This course is designed to apply the basic elements of art to works in a variety of mediums.  
Projects will be assigned that include opportunities for the students to express their Christian 
values.  Art history will be taught as it relates to their in-class projects.  Mediums will include 
pencil, colored pencil, charcoal, ink, watercolor, and acrylic paints.  Students will have the 
opportunity to do projects that will make contributions to the school, including painting on sets 
for the plays and musical productions.  Students are encouraged to enter art competitions in the 
local area and receive bonus points for extra work beyond class assignments.  Students will be 
expected to have an art box containing basic items.  A supply list will be furnished. 
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ART II           
Prerequisite: Art I         Grades: 10-12           

 
This course is designed for the student to produce more difficult assignments but still include the 
basic elements of art to works in a variety of mediums.  Projects will be assigned that include 
opportunities for the students to express their Christian values including an appreciation of 
nature and landscape.  Art history will be taught as it relates to their in-class projects.  Mediums 
will include pencil, colored pencil, chalk pastels, ink, watercolor, acrylic paints and oil paints.  
Students will be expected to have an art box containing basic items.  A supply list will be 
furnished.  The students are encouraged to enter art competitions in the local area.  Bonus points 
will be given for extra work outside of class applying what they have learned on in-class 
assignments. 
 
ADVANCED ART (III, IV, AP)                                     
Prerequisite: Art II         Grades: 11-12  

 
Students will begin to work in advanced techniques.  They will spend time drawing from life.  
Students will work in a variety of mediums including mixed media.  Projects will be assigned 
that allow students to express their Christian values.  They will combine elements of design into 
their designs. 
 
AP students will prepare a portfolio of works to be submitted to New York for evaluation and 
can receive up to 6 hours of college credit for their work. 
 
Students will be expected to have an art box containing basic items.  A supply list will be 
furnished.  The students are encouraged to enter art competitions in the local area.  Bonus points 
will be given for extra work outside of class applying what they have learned on in-class 
assignments.  
 
 
BIBLE COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 
 
WALKING WITH GOD AND HIS PEOPLE 

Grade: 6-8 
With a focus on Paul’s letters and missionary journeys, texts and workbooks examine Passover 
and persecution and help students understand what it means to live as God’s children.  
Additional units cover the topics of Pentecost, and the Letters to the Churches. 
 
HOPE FOR GOD’S KINGDOM      Grades 9-12 
 
Students study the Old Testament with an emphasis on Old Testament prophecies and prophets.  
Subject matter will apply to everyday life and reveal personal application of Scripture. 
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APOLOGETICS AND SURVEY OF WORLD RELIGIONS Grades 9-12 
 
Students will receive a broad overview of the world’s most major religions including the basic 
beliefs, history, and impact of each religion.  This course will give a general view of religion 
throughout the world and equip students to defend their Christian faith.  This course is designed 
to be a basic introduction to the biblical, theological, historical, and philosophical foundations of 
Christian apologetics.  Preference will be given to upper classmen but is dependent on 
scheduling.     
 
CCA LAB 
 
CCA LAB-MS 
Prerequisite: None         Grades 6-8 
 
Through a variety of instructional strategies, students are provided additional support in the areas 
of language arts and mathematics.  Students will be placed based on teacher recommendations in 
mathematics and language arts.  Students will also have a quiet classroom environment to 
complete homework or other assignments from their core classes.  All new students will be 
required to complete CCA lab to provide a smooth transition.  Students will be allowed to 
advance out based on classroom performance and teacher recommendation.    
 
CCA LAB-HS 
Prerequisite:  None         Grades 9-12  
 
This course is designed for independent quiet study time.  Students will be required to work 
quietly and diligently.  Students will not have a choice as to which period this class is scheduled.  
Students may only take this course one time during their high school career unless scheduling 
conflicts require otherwise.  CCA LAB provides students with a structured, scheduled academic 
environment providing the opportunity to complete assignments and access school resources. 
 
DRAMA COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 
 
MS DRAMA/SPEECH        
Prerequisite: None         Grades: 6-8 
 
The course is designed to teach students an introduction to the study of drama. It will deal with 
the history of drama, the elements of production, the elements of performance, introduction to 
acting and an introduction to public speaking.  Students will be involved in at least one 
production per year. This course requires extra rehearsals after school. Students receive extended 
grades for attendance and performance.  
 
 
 



11 
 

HS DRAMA/SPEECH 
Prerequisite: None         Grades: 9-12 
        
Speech Special Topics:  oral reading; children’s literature; delivering, selecting, organizing 
speeches; persuasion; poise and verbal skills; extemporaneous, demonstrative, persuasive, 
informative oral communication; videotape; speech writing and delivery; debate techniques; 
argumentation; problem solving.  Drama/Stagecraft courses are intended to promote students’ 
experience and skill development in one or more aspects of theatrical production, but with a 
concentration in stagecraft (lighting, sound, costumes, set construction, makeup, stage 
management, etc.).  Students will be required to give many outside performances.  This includes 
performances at chapel and other special events as needed.  There will be two major drama 
productions per year and students are required to attend rehearsals outside of the normal school 
hours including Saturdays.  Students will be required to contribute to these performances in a 
significant way.  Students enrolled in this course will also be required to participate in the 
Kentucky 4-H Communications Day Speech Competition, including not only the county level 
but any other levels the student may reach. 
 
BASIC PUBLIC SPEAKING-ONLINE DUAL CREDIT 
Perquisite: ACT Reading 20; admission to WKCTC     Grades: 11-12 
 
This course gives platform experience in the fundamentals of effective speaking.   
 
          Online fee $232.40  
 
 
ENGLISH COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 
 
ENGLISH 6                    Grade: 6 
   
This course is a rigorous English curriculum that uniquely blends grammar, skills, and writing.  
Through student-teacher interaction, higher-order thinking skills are promoted, and students are 
provided with a successful knowledge base. The question and answer flow is utilized to address 
different learning styles and includes enough repetition for students to master grammar easily as 
is incorporates the part-to-whole philosophy. Concrete organizational patterns are taught for a 
variety of writing purposes. Students produce writing that is clear, readable, and understandable. 
 
The reading portion of this course focuses on vocabulary as well as the understanding and 
appreciation of literature.  Four levels of comprehension are developed—literal, interpretive, 
critical, and appreciative.  The roots of many Greek and Latin words are taught as a basis for 
building vocabulary. 
 
ENGLISH 7         Grade: 7 

       
Middle level English/Language Arts is designed to present a wide range of reading experiences 
with print and non-print text for literary, informational, persuasive, and practical purposes.  
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Students will read and analyze literature:  the Bible, short stories, poetry, nonfiction, drama, and 
the novel.  Students use writing-to-learn and writing-to-demonstrate learning strategies, as well 
as the writing process and criteria for effective writing, to write in a variety of forms and for 
multiple audiences and purposes.  Composition instruction includes the following areas:  the 
writing process, descriptive writing, expository writing, and persuasive writing.  Students will be 
able to write a clear and concise five paragraph composition.  Speaking, listening, and observing 
skills are used to communicate information for a variety of authentic purposes, situations, and 
audiences.  The integration of inquiry skills and technology with the other strands allows 
students to continue to discover and communicate ideas and information. In the area of grammar, 
each student will study the parts of speech, subject-verb agreement, verbals, capitalization, 
punctuation, types and kinds of sentences, spelling, and sentence diagramming. 
 
ENGLISH 8         Grade: 8 

      
Middle level English/Language Arts is designed to present a wide range of reading experiences 
with print and non-print text for literary, informational, persuasive, and practical purposes.  
Students use writing-to-learn and writing-to-demonstrate learning strategies, as well as the 
writing process and criteria for effective writing, to write in a variety of forms and for multiple 
audiences and purposes.  Speaking, listening, and observing skills are used to communicate 
information for a variety of authentic purposes, situations, and audiences.  The integration of 
inquiry skills and technology with the other strands allows students to continue to discover and 
communicate ideas and information. 
 
ENGLISH I 
Prerequisite: None         Grade: 9 

         
This course is designed to present a wide range of reading experiences with print and non-print 
materials that have literary, informational, persuasive, and practical purposes.  The course also 
requires students to use the writing process and criteria for effective writing to demonstrate their 
abilities to write in a variety of forms and for multiple audiences and purposes.  Students use 
writing-to-learn and writing-to-demonstrate learning strategies to make sense of their reading 
and thinking experiences.  Speaking, listening, and observing skills are used to communicate 
information for a variety of authentic purposes.  In addition students continue to integrate inquiry 
skills and technology to communicate ideas.  Grammar standards are polished and perfected.  
Students focus on the introduction of world cultures through literature.  
 
ENGLISH II 
Prerequisite: English I         Grade: 10 
      
This course is designed to present a wide range of reading experiences with print and non-print 
materials that have literary, informational, persuasive, and practical purposes.  The course also 
requires students to use the writing process and criteria for effective writing to demonstrate their 
abilities to write in a variety of forms and for multiple audiences and purposes.  Students use 
writing-to-learn and writing-to-demonstrate learning strategies to make sense of their reading 
and thinking experiences.  Speaking, listening, and observing skills are used to communicate 
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information for a variety of authentic purposes.  In addition students continue to integrate inquiry 
skills and technology to communicate ideas.  Students focus on British literature.  
 
ENGLISH III, HONORS ENGLISH III 
Prerequisite:  English II                                                                                              Grade:  11 
 
This course will focus on understanding the development of British literature in relation to the 
events that occurred in world and British history.  Students will analyze literature according to 
the period characteristics of the literary movements; recognize the period characteristics that 
define each literary period in British Literature; recognize and define literary devices in poetry, 
fiction, nonfiction, and drama; define and demonstrate correct usage of SAT vocabulary; 
demonstrate correct usage of the English language in writing and speeches; correctly compose 
literary analysis of novels, short stories, poetry, and dramas; write creatively with description, 
dialogue, and literary devices; and demonstrate correct usage of MLA format in essays. Students 
will also prepare for the ACT.  Honors English III covers the same topics as standard English 
III, but will require additional outside assignments and presentation or a more challenging 
grading system.        
 
ENGLISH IV         Grade 12 
Prerequisite: English III 
 
This course is designed to present a wide range of reading experiences with print and non-print 
materials that have literary, informational, persuasive, and practical purposes.  The course also 
requires students to use the writing process and criteria for effective writing to demonstrate their 
abilities to write in a variety of forms and for multiple audiences and purposes.  Students use 
writing-to-learn and writing-to-demonstrate learning strategies to make sense of their reading 
and thinking experiences.  Speaking, listening, and observing skills are used to communicate 
information for a variety of authentic purposes.  In addition students continue to integrate inquiry 
skills and technology to communicate ideas.  Students focus on real-world writing experiences 
(research papers, college admissions essays, resumes, blogs, websites, etc.).  This course focuses 
on the study of literature and on college preparatory skills. 
 
DUAL CREDIT (ENG 101 and ENG 102) 
Prerequisites: English III; reading ACT score of 20; English ACT score of 18; Grade: 12 
            admission to WKCTC; English III exit exam 

 
English 101 focuses on academic writing.  Provides instruction in drafting and revising essays 
that express ideas in Standard English, including reading critically, thinking logically, 
responding to texts, addressing specific audiences, researching and documenting 
sources.  Includes review of grammar, mechanics, and usage.   
 
English 102 emphasizes argumentative writing.  Provides further instruction in drafting and 
systematically revising essays that express ideas in Standard English.  Includes continued 
instruction and practice in reading critically, thinking logically, responding to texts, addressing 
specific audiences, and researching and documenting credible academic sources.   
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Notes:  (a) credit not available by special examination; (b) English 101 and 102 may not be 
taken concurrently; (c) AP credit in the English Language and Composition category for ENG 
101 awarded as indicated by AP scoring chart in KCTCS catalog.   
 
          Class fee $TBD 
 
FAMILY/CONSUMER SCIENCE 
 
LIFE SKILLS 
Prerequisite: None         Grades: 6-8 
 
Comprehensive course provides an opportunity to acquire basic life skills, emphasizing the areas 
of nutrition, culinary skills, personal finances, and home and garden environments.  Topics 
include meal planning, food preparation, establishing a personal budget, and basic home 
maintenance. 
 
LIFE SKILLS 
Prerequisite: None         Grades: 9-12 
 
Comprehensive course provides an opportunity to acquire basic life skills, emphasizing the areas 
of nutrition, culinary skills, personal finances, and home and garden environments.  Topics 
include meal planning, food preparation, establishing a personal budget, and basic home 
maintenance. 
 
 
HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION COURSE 
DESCRIPTIONS 
 
MIDDLE SCHOOL HEALTH/ PHYSICAL EDUCATION   
Prerequisite: None         Grades: 6-8 
 
The focus of this course is the application of movement skills and knowledge of individual and 
dual physical activities. Emphasis will be placed on physical fitness to improve health and 
performance. Emphasis will also be placed on the learning of the physical fitness concepts: self-
responsibility, positive social interaction, and group dynamics. A variety of physical activities 
will be used to assess the performance and acquisition of these skills.  Health topics may include, 
but are not limited to:  body image, bullying, social relationships, self-esteem, nutrition, and 
more. 
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HEALTH/PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
Prerequisite: None         Grades: 9-12 

       
Course emphasizes instruction in community/consumer health, safety and accident prevention, 
substance abuse, growth and development, personal health, mental health, family health, 
environmental health, and nutrition science. The course will introduce activities stressing the 
development of basic physical skills, rhythm, individual, dual and team sports and games, 
swimming, and physical fitness.  Course must be completed in order to meet requirements for 
graduation.  
 
ADVANCED PHYSICAL EDUCATION  
Prerequisite: Health/P.E.        Grades: 10–12 

                  
This course is designed for those students interested in developing body strength for advanced 
sports skills. Students will engage in weightlifting, cardiovascular conditioning and flexibility 
exercises. The course will incorporate the President’s Physical Fitness Test. 
 
 
MATHEMATICS COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 
 
6th GRADE MATH        Grade: 6 
 
Students are taught the importance of patterns in mathematics.  Computational skills in adding, 
subtracting, multiplying, and dividing of whole numbers, decimals, and fractions are developed.  
Percent, order of operations, graphs, charts, tables, and beginning geometry are also presented. 
 
7th GRADE MATH        Grade: 7 
        
Students work to master basic computational skills including fractions, decimals, and signed 
numbers. Students will learn to use the order of operations, ratios and proportions, percents, and 
graphs, charts, and tables. An introduction to plane geometry and geometry in space will be 
included. 
 
PRE-ALGEBRA 
Prerequisite: Teacher recommendation needed for entrance in 7th    Grade: 7-8  
  
Students work to attain a greater mastery of basic computational skills.  Problem-solving 
techniques, different methods of representing numbers, order of operations, use of graphs, charts, 
and tables, dealing with data, using ratios, proportions, and percent are included. Students will 
develop mathematical communication skills and learn to use variables and algebraic 
representations appropriately. Solving algebraic equations, 2-step and multi-step equations and 
working with integers will be studied. 
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8th GRADE ALGEBRA I 
Prerequisite: A or B in 7th grade pre-Algebra with teacher recommendation Grade: 8 

(Students taking Algebra I in 8th must earn an A or B in  
order to go to geometry; otherwise, Algebra I must be  
repeated in the 9th grade.) 

 
This course is designed for students proficient in basic math and pre-algebra. Linear equations 
and inequalities, communicating logic of algebraic procedures, and working with polynomial 
expressions will be covered.  Course also covers linear functions and their graph, real number 
system and subsystems. 
 
FRESHMAN ALGEBRA I 
Prerequisite: 8th Grade Pre-Algebra       Grade: 9 

 

Students select and apply appropriate strategies to solve problems, including linear equations and 
inequalities. Various algebraic skills covered with emphasis on communicating the logic of 
algebraic procedures. Linear functions and their graphs; real number system and subsystems are 
also covered. 
 
GEOMETRY 
Prerequisite: Algebra I        Grades: 9-11 

 

Fundamentals introduced to develop basic problem-solving skills and to apply geometric 
principles to real-life situations. Students will develop the ability to reason logically by applying 
deductive reason in two-column proofs. Topics include distance, lines, rays, congruency, 
similarity, planes, polygons, circles, trigonometry, solids, and transformations. 
 
ALGEBRA II 
Prerequisite: Algebra I (Geometry suggested)      Grades: 10-11 
         
Students develop algebraic solutions to problems in various content areas. Topics include linear 
equations and inequalities, complex number systems, quadratic equations and inequalities, 
graphs of functions and relations, probability and statistics, and data analysis. Also, basic 
techniques of solving word problems and using graphing calculators. 
 
PRE-CALCULUS 
Prerequisite: Algebra II        Grades: 11-12 

 
Students will develop fundamental skills of algebra, geometry, and trigonometry, as well as more 
advanced topics of pre-calculus. Topics include polynomial, rational, exponential, logarithmic, 
and trigonometric functions and graphs, and conic sections. 
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AP CALCULUS 
Prerequisite: A or B in Pre-Calculus and teacher recommendation   Grade: 12 
 

Curriculum determined by the College Board. Students will master topics from first semester 
college calculus including limits, differentiation and integration, along with applications 
extensive use of graphing calculator. College credit can be given with the successful completion 
of a national standardized test. 
 
FINANCIAL LITERACY 
Prerequisite: Algebra I        Grades: 11-12 
 
Students study and review arithmetic skills they can apply in their personal lives and in their 
future careers.  The course includes a focus on occupational and personal consumer math topics, 
including jobs, wages, deductions, taxes, insurance, and recreational spending.  Students also 
learn about budgeting, checking and savings accounts, investment strategies, loans and buying 
on credit, and automobile and housing expenses. 
 
COLLEGE ALGEBRA ONLINE-DUAL CREDIT 
Prerequisite:  Algebra I, Algebra II, and Geometry; ACT Math 22   Grade: 12 
           admission to WKCTC 
 
This course includes topics in algebra and analytic geometry.  Develops manipulative skills and 
concepts required for further study in mathematics.  Includes linear, quadratic, polynomial, 
rational, exponential, logarithmic, and piecewise functions; systems of equations; and an 
introduction to analytic geometry.  
          Online fee $TBD  
 
 
 
MUSIC COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 
 
BEGINNING BAND 
Prerequisite: Director Permission       Grade: 6-8 
 
INTERMEDIATE BAND 
Prerequisite: Director Permission       Grades: 7-8  
 
Each student will be able to comprehend music fundamentals at the intermediate level. Students 
will also be able to demonstrate their understanding of music fundamentals by performing on 
their respective instruments. Students will continue to develop logical, orderly and analytical 
thinking skills as it relates to music at the expected intermediate grade level. 
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HIGH SCHOOL BAND 
Prerequisite: Director Permission       Grades: 9-12  
 
Each student will be able to comprehend music fundamentals at an advanced level. Students will 
also be able to demonstrate their understandings of music fundamentals by performing on their 
respective instruments. Students will continue to develop logical, orderly and analytical thinking 
skills as it relates to music at the expected high school level. 
 
CHORAL MUSIC 
Prerequisite:  None         Grades: 6-12 
 
Choir members must be dependable, motivated, and have a strong desire to excel and improve 
singing and music reading skills.  The group will perform separate and together for school events 
and at two concerts a year.  Members are eligible to audition for Quad-State, All District and All-
State Choirs. 
 
 
SCIENCE COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 
 
At the middle school level in science, students gain an understanding, and use of, the metric 
system, scientific method, and graphing/mapping techniques.  This helps prepare students for 
future science classes. 
 
GENERAL SCIENCE         Grade: 6  
This course is designed to provide students with basic concepts in life, earth, and physical science 
areas.  Labs and special student projects emphasize the learning process.  The Bible is always an 
integral part of the learning and discussion that take place in this class.  The class visits the 
Challenger Center for a day of hands-on simulation of a space voyage to the moon. 
 
LIFE SCIENCE          Grade: 7  
This course enables students to survey the disciplines of life science. Material presented includes 
animal study, plants, bacteria, environmental science, cells and heredity, and human life science. Lab 
work is used to help students understand difficult content and concepts of science. Technical writing 
is integrated in all laboratory experiments and in lecture. Various projects are included to inspire 
creativity.  All subjects that are studied are correlated with and discussed with reference to the Bible. 
 
EARTH/SPACE SCIENCE        Grade: 8  
The curriculum for this class involves the study of astronomy, weather, rocks & minerals, space, 
structures and forces that change the earth, and an introduction to chemistry.  Students do labs and 
special projects that enhance concepts and creativity.  The Bible is an integral part of daily learning 
and discussions. 
 
 
 



19 
 

PHYSICAL SCIENCE         Grade: 9-10  
This course is designed to integrate and further explore topics that were introduced in Middle School 
Science.  Knowledge of the basics of Chemistry and Physics will be enhanced and related to 
Earth/Space Science, Life Sciences, Environmental Science, and Health & Nutrition.  In addition, a 
study of the methods of science will further enhance understanding of the metric system, scientific 
methods/experimental design, and graphing & interpretation.  This class will prepare students for 
more advanced studies in the sciences and will serve to fulfill the pre-college curriculum requirement 
for physical science.  
 
BIOLOGY I  
Prerequisite:  Algebra I         Grade: 9-10 
 
This first course in high school biology includes an introduction to biochemistry, cell structure and 
function, cell processes, and Mendelian and molecular genetics.  Basics of ecology and classification 
are included as well as origins of life. Through a combination of lectures, labs, written assignments, 
projects, and self-study, students will begin to understand the complexity of this amazing creation 
that God has provided for us.  
 
CHEMISTRY/HONORS CHEMISTRY 
Prerequisite: Geometry, Algebra II (co-requisite) and Biology I    Grades: 10-12   
 
The objective of the Chemistry course at CCA is to prepare the student for university-level 
chemistry by providing a background in the following areas:  Measurement and Units, 
Calorimetry, Chemical Naming Conventions, Classification of Matter, Common Chemical 
Reactions, Molecular Mass, Stoichiometry, Atomic Structure, Molecular Structure and 
Geometry, Acids and Bases, Solutions, The Gas Phase, Thermodynamics, Kinetics, Chemical 
Equilibrium, Oxidation/Reduction, and Descriptive Chemistry.  The course includes practical 
experience in the laboratory.  Honors Chemistry covers the same topics as standard 
chemistry, but with a more challenging grading system that places greater emphasis on test 
scores. 
 
BIOLOGY II/HONORS BIOLOGY II  
Prerequisite: Biology I         Grades: 10-12 
 
This second course of high school Biology presents a survey of all life on Earth.  It begins with a 
study of microbiology, fungi, and botany.  Then we move on to the animal kingdom - from the 
lowliest sponges and worms up through to the amazingly complex mammals - and an overview of 
Human Biology. The class format will be similar to that of Biology I; however, more emphasis will 
be placed on self-study. Students will better understand the diversity of life, the importance of the 
role of microbes, fungi, and plants, and the vast array of animals with which we share this planet, and 
will begin to appreciate the sophistication of the design of the human body.  Honors Biology II 
covers the same topics as standard Biology II, but will require additional outside assignments 
and presentations.        
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HUMAN ANATOMY AND PHYSIOLOGY 
Prerequisite: Biology II and Chemistry (or consent of instructor)   Grade: 12 
 
This college prep class will provide an in-depth study of the structure and function of human body 
systems. From head to toe, inside and out, students will learn how the human body is put together 
and how it works as a functional unit. Through a combination of lectures, labs, written assignments, 
and self-study, students will gain an appreciation of how we are “fearfully and wonderfully made.” 
Not just for “science nerds”- this class can serve as an instruction manual for your body and will help 
you to understand health issues that you or your loved ones may face now or in the future.  
 
PHYSICS 
Prerequisite: Enrolled in or have had Pre-Calculus, and consent of instructor  Grades: 11-12 
 
The objective of the physics course at CCA is to prepare the student for university-level physics by 
providing an adequate background in a variety of topics, including: Kinematics, Free Fall, Two 
Dimensional Vectors and Motion, Newton’s Laws, Uniform Circular Motion, Work and Energy, 
Momentum, Periodic Motion, Waves, utilizing classical problem-solving analysis as well as a variety 
of laboratory experiments. 
 
 
SOCIAL STUDIES COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 
 
NEW WORLD HISTORY 
Prerequisite: None         Grade: 6 
 
Students study the geography and history of the New World/Western Hemisphere. The history 
and geography of Canada, United States, Mexico, Central America, and South America are 
presented. 
   
 
WORLD STUDIES    
Prerequisite:  None         Grade: 7 
 
This course is a study of the history of the world from the beginning of time to the present.  
Learning activities will focus on significant eras of world history. 
 
AMERICAN HISTORY 
Prerequisite:  None         Grade: 8 
 
This course provides a study of United States History from Columbus through the American 
Civil War.  20th Century is presented if time permits. 
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GOVERNMENT AND ECONOMICS    
Prerequisite: None         Grade: 9 
 
This course covers the concepts of government, politics, and the U.S. economy.  International 
issues are included. 
 
WORLD CIVILIZATION 
Prerequisite: None         Grade: 10 
 
This course emphasizes a global view of the world. Learning activities will allow students to 
examine various cultures and significant eras of world history while analyzing social, political, 
and economic characteristics of those eras.   
 
HONORS U.S. HISTORY 
Prerequisite: None         Grade: 11 
 
This course provides an overview of United States history with emphasis on the 20th Century.   
 
AMERICAN GOVERNMENT-ONLINE DUAL CREDIT 
Prerequisite: Teacher approval; ACT English-18, Reading-20   Grades: 12 
          admission to WKCTC 
 
A survey of national government and the political process in the United States, with emphasis on 
the Constitution, the President, Congress, and the Judicial System. 
 
          Online fee $TBD 
 
POLITICS AND CURRENT EVENTS 
Prerequisite:  U.S. History or permission of instructor    Grades: 11-12 
             
Course includes an in-depth study of government, politics, current events, and economics in the 
21st Century. 
 
PSYCHOLOGY ONLINE-DUAL CREDIT 
Prerequisite: Teacher Approval; ACT English-18, Reading-20   Grades: 11-12 
         admission to WKCTC    
 
This course introduces the history, methods, and content of modern psychology.  Covers the 
history and systems of psychology, psychological research, physiological psychology, 
psychological processes, developmental psychology, personality, abnormal behaviors, and social 
psychology. 
 
          Online fee $TBD  
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SPANISH COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 
 
MIDDLE SCHOOL SPANISH 
Prerequisite: None         Grades:  6-8 
 
Middle school Spanish will provide the student with a general introduction to the Spanish 
language:  pronunciation, functional vocabulary related to everyday life, and cultural 
information.  Emphasis will be on the acquisition of four skills:  listening, speaking, reading and 
limited writing.  The main objective of the course if to provide the students with instruction that 
teaches a basic understanding of Spanish culture and vocabulary. 
 
SPANISH I       
Prerequisite: Teacher Recommendation for 8th graders    Grades: 8-12 
 
Spanish I will provide the student with a general introduction to the Spanish language:  sound 
system, pronunciation, functional vocabulary related to everyday life, cultural information and 
basic grammatical structures.  Emphasis will be on the acquisition of four skills:  listening, 
speaking, reading and limited writing.  There are two main objectives to the course.  Foremost is 
to give the students the ability to carry on a simple conversation.  The second is to provide the 
students with instruction that teaches a basic understanding of Spanish culture, vocabulary, and 
grammatical concepts. 
 
SPANISH II 
Prerequisite: Spanish I or instructor approval upon completion   Grades: 9-12 
  of placement test 
 
Spanish II builds upon knowledge gained in Spanish I.  This course will also reinforce the skills 
learned in Spanish I: listening, speaking, reading and writing.  Emphasis is on perfecting 
pronunciation, mastery of the basic grammatical structures, and increased communicative 
proficiency.  Acquisition of functional vocabulary is expected.  Students advance their skills in 
the language to narrating about their lives in the past and future tenses.  Their vocabulary grows 
as well as their ability to function in the language.  It is recommended that students have a B 
average or above in previous Spanish class. 
 
SPANISH III  
Prerequisite: Spanish I & II        Grades: 11-12  
 
This course is a basic grammar review of Spanish I and II with an emphasis on compound tenses 
and the subjective mood.  Literature is introduced and students learn to converse on a variety of 
topics.  Significant time will be spent exploring the culture and history of the Latin 
American/Spanish-speaking world. 
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SPANISH IV 
Prerequisite: Spanish III        Grade: 12   
 
The goal of Spanish IV is to get the students conversing in the target language.  Various 
everyday situations will be used to help the student express his/her opinion, ideas, and values 
while increasing his/her knowledge and use of the vocabulary.  Increased time will be spent with 
Spanish literature and culture.   
 
 
TECHNOLOGY COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 
 
INTRODUCTION TO COMPUTERS 
Prerequisite: None         Grades: 6-8 
 
Students will develop basic computer skills using Microsoft Office for general writing, creating 
Power Point presentations, and making charts and graphs. Assignments will also include use of 
the Internet.  
 
COMPUTER APPLICATIONS 
Prerequisite: None         Grades: 9-12 

  
This course is designed to provide students with the skills needed to use the computer for 
improving coursework, college preparation, and personal use. Students will experience hands-on 
instruction in word processing, spreadsheets, database, and presentation applications using 
Microsoft Office. Computer fundamentals and basic computer terminology will be discussed. 
Correct computer usage and maintaining personal integrity in the use of computers will be 
emphasized and practiced. 
 
INTRODUCTION TO INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY, DUAL CREDIT 
(CSC199) 
Prerequisite:  math ACT score of at least 19; admission to MSU   Grades: 11-12 
 
This course is designed for students pursuing any program of study.  A student taking this course 
will gain competency with file management, word processing, spreadsheet, database 
management, and presentation graphics software.  In addition, the student will become familiar 
with general computer technology such as computer hardware, computer operations, networks, 
the Internet, and the World Wide Web. 
 
           Class fee $282 
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VOCATIONAL STUDIES COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
Prerequisite: Administrative Recommendation     Grade: 12 
 
Students need at least a two-hour block of time to pursue this area of study.  This class will be 
taught at the Paducah Area Technology Center located behind Paducah Tilghman High School.  
Credit can be transferred to the West Kentucky Technical College from auto collision, welding, 
carpentry, and health science and cosmetology classes.  
 
             
OFFICE AIDE/TEACHER ASSISTANT 
 
Prerequisite: Administrative Recommendation     Grade:  12 
 
This will assist students in learning various basic skills as they assist in the completion of various 
office operations as assigned.  The course is graded and based on punctuality, attitude, and effort. 
 
WORK BASED LEARNING COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
Prerequisite: Administrative Recommendation     Grade: 12 
 
Students need a two-hour block of time to participate in this class.  The course is designed to 
help students make career choices as they are about to enter college.  Students will perform work 
typically in a business or organization that they may be interested in pursuing as a career. 
 
 
YEARBOOK COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
Prerequisite: Permission of Instructor       Grades: 8-12 
     
The students sell ads, conduct a campaign to take preorders for the books, plan the theme and 
page ladder, see that the photographs are taken and uploaded, design each of the pages as well as 
the cover, and fill in the designs with information in addition to photos. Yearbook students will 
be taught to use Photoshop Elements to crop and enhance the photos submitted. A yearbook 
student should have a good eye for details, be willing to work outside the classroom taking 
photos and covering events, work cooperatively with other students and the sponsor, possess 
good grammar and punctuation, and be accurate in their writing.  
 
DUAL CREDIT OPTIONS 
 
Prerequisite:  specific ACT math and reading scores; admission to WKCTC Grades: 11-12  
 



25 
 

Other dual credit options are available through our partnership with WKCTC and Murray State.  
Please see Mrs. Carrico if you are interested in other elective online dual credit options.  
 
 


